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Cognitive monitoring and cognitive control in 
monkeys 

A potential function of metacognitive monitoring is to provide 
dynamic feedback on the status of ongoing cognitive processes to 
optimize cognitive control of those processes. Most of the work 

investigating metacognition in nonhumans has focused on the monitoring side of this interaction while 
minimizing the role that feedback based cognitive control might have on cognition. For example, 
metacognitive monitoring has been inferred when monkeys exert cognitive control in minimal ways, 
such as by avoiding tests or seeking information when ignorant. I will describe experiments from our lab 
in which we have begun to test whether metacognitive monitoring and control might interact in more 
dynamic ways in the contexts of recognition, working memory, and discrimination. 

 


